MINUTES
CLINICIANS UNITED
February 5, 2024

PRESENT:  Andy Capen (SEIU), Christine Miller, Robert O’Donnell, Dave Meischner, Lynn Stanley, Matt Fowler, Julie Golkowski, Allison Doyle, Heidi Page, Erin Chamberlin, Jennifer Corbit, Shawn Hassell, Weston Martin, Steven Durost

Four of the attendees had never been to Clinicians United before, so introductions were made.

OLD BUSINESS:  Chris Miller reported that she and Shawn Hassell had sent Letters to the Editor regarding new legislation allowing MFTs and LCMHCs now being eligible for Medicare payments and thanking our Congressional delegation for sponsoring and supporting this legislation.

Point 32 modifiers:  HO means master’s level provider, AJ can get the wrong reimbursement.

LEGISLATION:  HB1131 changes the letters in a social worker’s designation.
The Social Work Compact has passed the Senate.

PROPOSAL:  Heidi Page proposed that we convene all of the mental health associations with the hospital associations for one large meeting.  She is looking for input on an agenda, who to invite and ideas for the meeting.   

ISSUES OF INTEREST:
Optum is sending overpayment notices for UnitedHealthcare and Medicare Advantage.

Julie Golkowski noted that Ambetter (Centene) has been paying telehealth at a lower rate—a !5.00 per session difference.  She complained to the Insurance Commission and the problem has been fixed for her, but not generally.  It was also noted that Medicaid rates were supposed to change 1/1/24, but they are still paying at the old rate.

Jennifer Corbit noted that Health Plans, Inc. reduced MFT rates after joining Point 32.

Shawn went to a workshop with Atty. Andrea Daley who said RSA 33A-15b says only licensed providers can do telehealth.  Lynn Stanley checked with OPLC who said it is fine for pre-licensed supervisees to do telehealth.

Dave Meischner said there was a “false alarm” regarding social work having two different accreditations for colleges.  NH accepts both degrees if the college is accredited.

SNHU is closing its Counseling degree program.  Current enrollees will graduated, but no one new is being accepted.

Respectfully submitted,

Christine Miller, LCMHC  

